
 

 

Transdisciplinary Dialogue Series 

Endangered Tribal Languages in India 
 
Seminar 1 

Exploring ethical frameworks for valuing endangered languages 
26 October, 14.00-15.30 GMT 
Chair: Dr Tim Howles (Laudato Si’ Research Institute, Campion Hall, University of Oxford) 

 
Dr Vijay A. D’Souza SJ 

Vijay A. D'Souza is a linguist who specialises in Phonology, Language Revival 
and Language Documentation. He has worked extensively with the Hrusso Aka 
indigenous community of Arunachal Pradesh, India for over 20 years, 
contributing to the development of orthography, publication of the first written 
literature, and the revival of the Hrusso language. Having completed his DPhil 
(PhD) studies in linguistics at the University of Oxford, he currently serves as 
Director of the North Eastern Institute of Language and Culture (NEILAC), 
Guwahati. He is an Associate Member of the Faculty of Linguistics, University 

of Oxford and Academic and Research Guide of the Aka (Hrusso) Language Academy. A member of the 
Jesuit order, he seeks to support and help revive marginalised indigenous languages throughout North East 
India and beyond. His fields of interest also include language and social justice, language description, 
language and ecology, language and identity, and mother tongue education.   
 

Dr Ambika Aiyadurai   

Ambika Aiyadurai is Assistant Professor in Indian Institute of Technology – 
Gandhinagar, in the discipline of Humanities and Social Sciences. She completed 
her PhD thesis in Anthropology from the National University of Singapore in 
2016. She is trained in both natural and social sciences with masters’ degrees in 
Wildlife Sciences from Wildlife Institute of India (Dehradun) and Anthropology, 
Environment and Development from University College London (UK) funded 
by Ford Foundation’s International Fellowship Program. In 2017, she was 

awarded the Social Sciences Research Council (SSRC) Transregional Research Junior Scholar Fellowship.  
Her research interests focus on human-animal relations, with a special reference to wildlife conservation 
and community-based projects. She has worked with research institutes and conservation NGOs and has 
published on the issues of wildlife conservation in India and indigenous wildlife hunting in the Eastern 
Himalayas. Publications include Tigers are our brothers: Anthropology of Wildlife Conservation in Northeast India 
(2021). 

 
Dr Sarah Ogilvie 

Sarah Ogilvie is Senior Research Fellow at Campion Hall, University of Oxford, 
and in the Oxford Faculty of Linguistics, Philology, and Phonetics, where she is 
Director of the Dictionary Lab. She is a linguist, lexicographer, and computer 
scientist who works at the intersection of technology and the humanities. She 
specializes in lexicography, endangered languages, language revitalisation, the 
history of dictionaries, and the interface of technology with the Social Sciences 
and Humanities (digital humanities). Her research includes work on Australian 
Aboriginal and American Indian languages, especially relating to language 

documentation and revitalization. Publications include Keeping Languages Alive: Documentation, Pedagogy, and 
Revitalization (2014; co-edited with Mari C. Jones), The Cambridge Companion to English Dictionaries (2020), and 
the co-authored Gen Z, Explained: The Art of Living in a Digital Age (2021). 



 
 
 
Seminar 2 

Multidimensional poverty and endangered languages and cultures 
26 October, 14.00-15.30 GMT  
Chair: Dr Séverine Deneulin (Laudato Si’ Research Institute, Campion Hall, University of Oxford) 

 

Dr Fanni Kovesdi 

Fanni Kovesdi is a Research Analyst at the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI) at the Department of International 
Development. Her main interest lies in inequality research, with previous works 
focusing on migration, education, employment and status inequality. She has 
worked in disaggregating data of the Multidimensional Poverty Index of more 
than 80 countries. She will be sharing her experience of data analysis of 
multidimensional poverty among indigenous groups and other marginalised 
groups across the globe. 

 

Dr Vijay D’Souza SJ 

Vijay A. D'Souza is a linguist who specialises in Phonology, Language Revival 
and Language Documentation. He has worked extensively with the Hrusso Aka 
indigenous community of Arunachal Pradesh, India for over 20 years, 
contributing to the development of orthography, publication of the first written 
literature, and the revival of the Hrusso language. Having completed his DPhil 
(PhD) studies in linguistics at the University of Oxford, he currently serves as 
Director of the North Eastern Institute of Language and Culture (NEILAC), 
Guwahati. He is an Associate Member of the Faculty of Linguistics, University 

of Oxford and Academic and Research Guide of the Aka (Hrusso) Language Academy. A member of the 
Jesuit order, he seeks to support and help revive marginalised indigenous languages throughout North East 
India and beyond. His fields of interest also include language and social justice, language description, 
language and ecology, language and identity, and mother tongue education.   
 
Seminar 3 

Endangered languages, governance and policy issues 
26 October, 14.00-15.30 GMT 
Chair: Dr Sarah Ogilvie (Campion Hall, University of Oxford) 

Binay Pattanayak 

Binay Pattanayak has been doing research and innovations on mother language 
based multilingual education and quality enhancement in education for more 
than 3 decades. He coordinated the Mother-Language based Multi-Lingual 
Education programme in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand and Assam on 
behalf of the Indian Ministry of Education for a decade as Chief 
Consultant/Advisor (quality education. Prior to this he was a core group 
member of the Multilingual Education (MLE) programme in Odisha. He worked 
for UNICEF, first in Delhi and then in Jharkhand, from 2009-2011 as an 

Education Specialist, focusing on strengthening the MLE programme. In Jharkhand, he conceptualised the 
mother language based early grade multilingual education programme based on two state-wide linguistic 
surveys. He developed bilingual picture dictionaries for children in 9 indigenous languages, a pre-school 
education programme, culture-sensitive new textbooks in 16 languages and in 5 local scripts. Textbooks in 
7 of these indigenous languages are published by JCERT since 2016 for use in around 1000 schools in 
Jharkhand. At present Binay works for the World Bank, India for educational quality improvement in states. 
He is writer and translator of more than 300 books on science, education and development for children, 
teachers and parents. He has received 9 national and state awards for innovations in education and science 
communication.  



 
Richard Toppo  

Richard Toppo is a PhD researcher at the International Institute of Social Studies 
(ISS), The Hague, focusing on indigenous social movements in Jharkhand. He is 
the co-founder of the India-based Namhai Education Consultancy, which aims 
to empower marginalised communities through educational tools. Richard is also 
the co-founder and co-editor of Jan Sangharsh, a digital and print platform 
delivering news and information in an accessible format to the rural indigenous 
population in Jharkhand and across India and offering a platform for these 
communities to represent themselves in their own words. 

 
 
Seminar 4 

Before languages are endangered: Community, connection and sacred identities 
26 October, 14.00-15.30 GMT 
Chair: Dr Justin Jones (Faculty of Theology and Religion, University of Oxford) 

Dr Dolly Kikon  

Dolly Kikon is Senior Lecturer in the Anthropology and Development Studies 
Program at the University of Melbourne. She received her PhD from the 
Department of Anthropology at Stanford University in 2013, and was a Post-
Doctoral fellow at the Department of Social Anthropology at Stockholm 
University from 2013-2015. Prior to that she received her Bachelors in Law 
(LLB) from the Faculty of Law at University of Delhi in 2001 and practised in 
the Supreme Court of India and the Gauhati High Court in Assam. Her legal 
advocacy work and research continues to focus on land ownership and resource 

management in Northeast India, including extra constitutional regulations like the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act (1958). She is a Senior Research Associate (SRA) at the Australia India Institute and hosts the 
Melbourne Researchers in Focus Conversation series. She also serves on the Council of Advisors for The 
India Forum. She hails from the Lotha indigenous community of Nagaland and her research focuses on 
resource extraction, militarisation, development, human rights, migration, gender, and political economy. 
Publications include Life and Dignity: Women’s Testimonies of Sexual Violence in Dimapur (Nagaland) (2015), Living 
with Coal & Oil: Resource Politics & Militarization in Northeast India (2019), Leaving the Land: Indigenous Migration 
and Affective Labour in India (2019), and Ceasefire City: Militarism, Capitalism and Urbanism in Dimapur (2021).  

 
Dr Iliyana Angelova 

Ilyana Angelova is a postdoctoral researcher at the Institute for Religious Studies 
and Religious Education, University of Bremen, working on religious choice in 
mega-cities in the global South. She has worked on understanding the role of 
Christianity in identity construction processes among the Sumi Naga of 
Nagaland, looking at the ways the contemporary Baptist Protestant faith of the 
Sumi Naga inflects both attempts to preserve and revive aspects of their pre-
Christian culture and the experiences of the Sumi Naga diaspora in Delhi.  


